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. What is it about this hobby that makes it so interesting? One of the reasons that so many people
are keen on this hobby is because it is a way to involve the entire family. You can take your family
and be away from the hustle and bustle of the city. You are to be at the lake, ponds or rivers away
from the high technology that causes stress in life. You take time to prepare the rods, the lines and
worms and in the end you just wait for the catch to come. [

. Every time you want to exercise your mind, just find a partner and start playing. A clear mind,
strategy and patience are the main ingredients that help you win.

. This year, summer temperatures have risen above average. In fact, they have exceeded so much
that it is hard to face the heat without cooling down. And what is the best way than jumping into a
pool, enjoying the cold water. []

. This is probably the most common hobby there is. People spend large amounts of hours with it
each day. It is one of the most popular activities which, unfortunately, is neither constructive nor
educational. For many people, their main pastime when coming home is to switch on their favourite
broadcast or to browse the large number of channels. []

. It is one of the most constructive hobbies a person can have. It stimulates your mind, it makes you
think and it unleashes your imagination. Thus, you discover new worlds and characters, magical
realms and unbelievable creatures which are just at a book away. L]
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B2 From the hobbies mentioned above, which one suits you the best and why? Express your
preference in about 50 words:

#ll¥ Read the text and choose the right variant:

1. The article is about 2. The main idea of the text is
A. having a hobby A. busy life makes people dull and bored
B. making time for cultural activities B. spending leisure time rightly
C. how to spend leisure time C. people do not know how to spend their
D. modern life leisure time

D. take up a hobby



3. What is the appropriate synonym for the word “leisure”
Arfree
B. liberated
C. unattached
D. spare

4. To what does the phrase “these elements” refer to?
A. Fine Arts
B. leisure and happiness
C. pleasures and activities
D. holidays and vacations

. Tick the correct box:
True False

1. Aman is not free to pass his time after his day’s work.
2. Leisure is not necessary for any activity.

3. Life would be dreary without spare-time activities.

4. Playing cards is an active pastime

OooOoOd
Hinininin

5. Leisure implies use of brain.

& Match the words with their definitions:

a) pace 1. time free from work or duties

b) contemplate 2. rate of movement;

c) leisure 3. a source of delight or joy

d) gossip 4. meditate on

e) lack 5. rumor or report of an intimate nature
f) pleasure 6. the fact or state of being deficient

B Fill in the blanks. The first letter of the word has been given.

1. She's got green fingersand g....................... is her favourite pastime.

2. Heisr.....ocoooeeiiiiiinnns ignorant when it comes to fine arts.

3. He works very hard in order to earn his bread and b....................... for his family.

4. Thismatterr.............oooeeenens a well trained engineer.

5. After a long hard week | always liketoe....................... my friends and make them happy.
6. Life IS NotW...ooins Lo Without your dear ones.
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Read the text below and choose the right answer:

1. Birds sing in order to 2. Birds use vocalizations in order to

A. communicate A. locate one another

B. claim territory B. be happy

C. find a mate C. establish territory

D. all of the above D. recognize other members of the group
3. Young birds perfect their songs 4. The perches are high in the trees so

A. by singing instinctively A. birds could call on one another

B. by interacting with other birds B. other birds could see and hear it

C. by singing constantly C. birds should protect their territory

D. by learning variations in the basic song D. birds could give information about their health
5. Aperchis

A. bar or peg on which something is hung
B. a roost for a bird
C. a resting place or vantage point
D. all of the above
6. What does “fitness” of a bird refer to?
A. complicated songs
B. health
C. ability to locate one another
D. complex vocalizations



L Fill in.with the appropriate word: perch, claim, robin, assume, edge, property.
1. The most well known bird in Britain.is the ............... .

2. When he realized he was not among Sir Thomas’s heirs he wanted to stake a ............... on
the ooooevininnnn. .

3. As his car is not in front of the house | ............... he is still working.

4. The doves built their nest on the highest ............... of thé tree.

5. He has gone bankrupt, but he still doesn’t realize he’'sonthe ............... :

Express your point of view on the text above in about 50 words:

iIVZ Recognize the characters. Read the texts quickly and match each text with one of the photographs.
i A. Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta, known by her stage name as Lady
Gaga, is an American singer and songwriter. She came to prominence as a
recording artist following the release of her debut album The Fame (2008), which
was a critical and commercial success that topped charts around the world and
included the international number-one singles "Just Dance" and "Poker Face.

B. An American singer, actor, and businessman, he achieved early fame when he
appeared as a contestant on Star Search, and went on to star in the Disney Channel
television series The New Mickey Mouse Club. In 2002, he , (2]
| rcleased his debut solo album, Justified, which sold more than :
seven million copies worldwide. The albumwas a commercial
success, spawning the hits "Cry Me a River" and "Rock Your Body". His first two
albums made him one of the most commercially successful singers in the world.

C. Madonna, born Madonna Louise Ciccone, is an American singer,
songwriter, actress, dancer and entrepreneur. She has sold more than 300 g

" million records worldwide and is recognized as the world's
top-selling female recording artist of all time by Guinness
World Records. Considered to be one of the "25 Most Powerful Women of the
Past Century" by Time for being an influential figure in contemporary music, she
is known for continuously reinventing both her music and image and for retaining
a standard of autonomy within the recording industry. Critics have praised her
B diverse musical productions which have also served as a lightning rod for
controversy.

(http://en.wikipedia.org)
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Answer the questions:

How many records has Madonna sold worldwide?

Where did Justin Timberlake star?

When did Lady Gaga release her debut album?

What album was a commercial success for Justin Timberlake?
Who is considered one of the most powerful women?

6. What does Madonna continuously reinvent?

7. When did Justin Timberlake achieve fame?

8. Whose number-one single is “Poker Face”?
9.

1

What are the hits that promoted Justin Timberlake?
0. Who is an influential figure in the contemporary music?

| Discuss these questions.

Are you familiar with the artists presented above?

Who is your favourite and why?

What do you think about the success they have acquired?

Which of the albums mentioned above is of interest to you? Why?
Can any of these people be considered a model? Extend.

s

Complete these sentences using words from the text. The first letter of each word is given
to help you.

He likestotravel w....................... .

Not only he is a successful business man, but he is also a well-known e.............. .
Mary hopes that one of her albums will top the c............... one day.

After years of hard work, they finally came to p.......................

She made herd............. with the play Anna Karenina by Lev Tolstoy

S 0k 0=~

In spite of the great results he obtained, no p............. was given.
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For each picture, find in the text the corresponding word:

Read the article again and explain the highlighted words. Use the highlighted words in
sentences of your own.

Read the letter and find examples of informal style in Marc’s letter. Then underline the
topic sentences and replace them with your own topic sentences.




pear Michael,

 hope Yow are fine and you enjoy Your summer holiday. ' writing to
tell you that (ve found the perfect pastime. You know my hobby is
handball. well, my friend, Ve joned a handball club.

it all started at the beginning of our SUMMEr holiday. As You Rnow, |
it have any plans for the holiday. The days were passing by without
any thrill. Oneday, twas browsing the pages of a sports magazine and
[ foUn AN ANAOUNCEIMENL about joining a handball cludb.

The selection was to start in two days. | didnt have thme to train too

mach, but | wenk anyway). And big surprise — what do You think happened? [ was selected!
magine my satisfaction!

our trainer s a very determined person and he is very thorough in preparing the tactics. He has
a havdl job tn that he has t try to make a conesive team, as we still haven't got used to one another.
we have a Lot to work, but we are all ambitious and | know that very soon things will get better.
i conclusion, we are having our first ateh tn a cowple of dayjs and L wank to invite You to the
game. Here you have attached two tickets. Let wme Rnow if you come, so | could wmake the
necessary preparations.

{ can't wait seetng You. | really need Your cheers.
Yours,
Mare

Reply to Marc’s letter trying to f indicati ;
100 words). rying to follow the indications in the hints’ corner (approximately
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